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Foreword 

By Ranjan Kumar Mohapatra 

Director (HR) Indian Oil Corporation 

 

The Mystic in the land of Love; this collection of poems 

by Bichitra could be the most natural or normal thing to 

happen. But sometimes, such normal development 

gives you a neo-normal feeling, a feeling which may not 

have previously experienced, yet you would like it to 

remain with you forever. 

Knowing Bichitra, more than four decades ago, has 

certainly been one of the defining moments in my life. 

But as time travels, I often do wonder, wonder aloud; 

‘Do I know him enough yet?’ Quintessentially, Bichitra 

remains to be an enigma. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

A LOVER 

Back in 1975, I had met this young boy, who used to 
simply ‘love’. His love for poetry, love for music, love for 
studies was so visible, so palpable. Not only was he a 
National Talent Scholar, he was good in singing, reciting 
and writing. An ace in Mathematics, he was also great in 
language, a rare and potent combination. As we steadily 
grew into bosom friends over the years, I realized that 
while his Love for Mathematics made him logical and 
scientific, his love for Language enabled him to produce 
those magical creations.  

Yes, I do call him a Lover, in the truest sense, for I have 
seen him loving everything around him. His quest for 
Love has always been reflected in his poems as well as 
relationships. This is visible in most of his poems. It 
dwells with love at different levels. His handling of the 
subject sometimes portrays a complete different 
perspective. His poems Friends, Mother, Father or My 
Little Angel give a very good glimpse of it. 

THINKER 

Bichitra has been a consistent creator, covering 
subjects, which normally others would have dreaded to 
touch; sometimes controversial, sometimes hard 
hitting. But he has never shied away from it. It is 
probably so because I have seen him as being a deep 
thinker. I have seen him coming up with different take 
on even so called mundane statements. I have argued 
with him, argued very hard to finally realize how deep-
rooted the viewpoints expressed by him have been.  



 
 

It sometimes was diabolically opposite to what I may 
have initially felt. 

A FRIEND 

Our friendship dates back to mid-seventies. A long time! 
I would probably know him a bit better than even I 
know myself. He has been a friend, who has stood 
through thick and thin and has certainly been a great 
effect on his surrounding around him, which included 
me. We had our long periods of spending time on the 
river banks of the Kathjodi and planning out our future. 
He always had this big picture very clear. But at the 
same time, he would sometimes go so much by his 
instincts, that it invariably intrigued me. But that was 
him. A friend of friends! Giving up came very easily to 
him. So also came occasional splurging on himself. In a 
nutshell, it has been Bichitra, the Mystique man. 

A POET 

Bichitra, as a poet, has always been a completely 
different man. Words do come to him easily. He weaves 
magic with his words. I do sometime tell him that you 
don’t write, the poems do use you to come out and find 
themselves in pen and paper. Be it during our Paradeep 
excursion in class ten on the breakwaters (1977), or be it 
in the cycle trip to Loharu from BITS, Pilani (1982) or 
during our family trip to Jaisalmer (1999) or more 
recently even in the lawns of our house at Mauritius 
(2014), the words came simply flowing to him. I strongly 
feel that it is his characteristics as a Lover or a Thinker 
or even as a Friend, which find a poetic expression; full 
of life, full of zest. This is one part of Bichitra, which has 
remained unchanged. 

Today, Bichitra is releasing his first book of poems in 
English. This follows his two earlier publications in 



 
 

Odia; Ananta Sparsha & Lagna Deha. I am sure readers 
would find variety in his creations quite interesting and 
exhilarating. I am inclined to say that it is almost like 
360 degree view of life through words. He has aptly 
called it, The Mystic in the land of Love. This lovely 
creation has simply dared to touch each aspect of life 
and each relationship in its own inimitable way. I am 
sure it will touch the hearts of readers too. 

………. Ranjan 

 



 
 

Some Encouragements from my Friends,  

Which mean a lot. 
 

It gives me immense pleasure on the publication of this 
collection of poems by our childhood friend Bichitra. 
True to the meaning of his name, he has been a 
multifaceted man. His poems clearly indicate the state 
of his mind, which is always soaring high and his poems 
create such a connectivity with Almighty that you feel 
your body, mind and soul getting purified. His creations 
give you the feeling of purity, fulfilment and divinity. 

I take this opportunity to congratulate him and wish 
that Almighty keep on showering him with His blessing 
and he keeps on creating such wonderful pieces. 

    ………. Baleswar 

Bichitra, your eternal quest for divine romance is so 
clearly visible in all your poems. The soulful thoughts 
behind your beautiful creations lift the reader’s soul and 
mind to a higher plane. The poems are truly 
mesmerizing and inspiring as well. Each poem is unique 
in itself, yet they are so well connected to each other 
that it feels like a bouquet. I consider myself to be 
blessed to have played my little part in your journey of 
evolving ideas and spiritual growth. May you continue 
to stay blessed! 

                                                                             ………. Mira 

Bichitra’s journey from Science to Art is remarkable 
considering that majority move from Art to Science. His 
journey has been inspiring and worthy. His poetry takes 
the reader nearer to God, to spirituality in its true sense. 
His creations make readers experience the divine love. I 
wish him all the success in this beautiful journey. 

………. Kshitish 



 
 

Bichitra paints with his words. Waves of poetry flow 
from his soul effortlessly in a journey connecting the 
natural world around us, to an eternity within. I simply 
adore the easy flow of words meandering across feelings 
of Love, Devotion and Life. It feels great to savour a 
world of God within and without, which is so evident in 
his poetry. The depth of understanding of the life we 
enjoy, is a pleasure to behold in the rhyme and rhythm 
of his scribe. Wishing you the very best, Bichitra.  

………. Aparna 

This compilation of Bichitra’s poetry is a tête-à-tête 
with his inner self: honest, personal and unhindered. 
From the outer layers of the physical world, he takes a 
dip to the subtle and meta-physical. The setting sun, 
flutter of a bird’s wings or the rain-soaked paper boats, 
are only symbols and reflections of the real world 
within. The poems are bridges, joining the two worlds.  
Bichitra writes from his heart. Simplicity, spontaneity 
and emotions are his hallmarks. His poetry is never 
tangled in the labyrinth of ornamental language. It has a 
natural flow and cadence, like an easy flowing rivulet. 
Love is a common theme of his poetry, seemingly 
human and fragile to an unsuspecting reader, but in true 
sense, it is always about the Love Divine, spiritual and 
that transcends mortal limits. He is a seeker, constantly 
searching for the One in many, through the meandering 
lanes and by-lanes of his poetic journey. 
Does he reach his destination, does he find his love and 
the beloved? Or, is his journey his destination? One 
must read to find this out. For me, his poems are like 
little butterflies that take your mind away from the 
mundane to a refreshing and liberating inner garden! 

……….  Nimai 

Bichitra has superbly penned his feelings in his 
collection "The Mystic in the land of love". He makes us 
realize that the things right under our noses are 
extraordinary, fascinating, profound & just marvelous. 



 
 

The outstanding imagery in the romantic poems are 
blended with rhythm, which can take breath away for a 
moment. He is intellectual, spiritual, mystic 
philosopher as well as romantic. 
Wish your book to be a great success. 

……….  Sanghamitra 

Growing up with Bichitra was one of the greatest 
experiences of my life.I have seen him mature into an 
excellent poet, writer, philosopher & above all an 
outstanding human being. 
Words cannot describe my happiness seeing his 
beautiful book"The Mystic in the land of love".Wish him 
great success... 

                                                                                                          
………. Snehasish    

 
 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

Some Thoughts: 

Poetry has been with me right from my childhood. I 
spent my initial days in the lap of nature in my beautiful 
village. The calm & quiet ambience along with the peace 
&tranquility, so prevalent then in a rural setting, had a 
great impact on me. 

 
I moved out of village at the young age of twelve in 
pursuit of knowledge, armed with quest and 
scholarships. I became completely busy studying 
Science, Engineering & Management to earn a living in 
the professional world. Although, poetry never left me 
in its entirety, I really could not concentrate on it too.  

 
Life's journey has taught me many lessons. Pleasure & 
pain have always accompanied me. Though I studied 
Science, Literature had always continued to fascinate 
me. So long into my professional career, when I felt the 
urge to expressing my thoughts, feelings & emotions, I 
turned to my first love "Poetry". It started with 
composing poems in my mother tongue Odia. 

 
My student life and professional life has bestowed me 
with a number of friends beyond my mother tongue. 
Some of them persuaded, or rather urged me to write in 
English so that they can also know what I write. And 
that’s why I stepped into writing English poetry with 
my maiden venture "For the Leftover Time" and 
released it in Social Media. It was my labor of love and I 
never expected it to receive so much of adulation and 
appreciation. That encouraged me to completely delve 
into the world of English poetry. 

 

I try to express the thoughts about nature, pleasure, 
pain, romance, Sun, Stars, Sky & Spiritualism. My 



 
 

poetry is all about happiness, desire, love, pain, my 
strength, my confusions, my dreams, my confidence, 
my success as well as my failure & above all the 
unspoken language of my heart. 

My entire family, my younger brother (Sachitra) and all 
my friends (difficult to take all the names here) who 
encouraged me to publish the poems and that is how my 
collection "The Mystic in the land of love" has been born. 
I am sincerely thankful to all of them. I particularly, 
thank Sanghamitra, for going through the poems before 
publication. I have no words to express my feelings for 
my wife Namita, son Vinayak & daughter Shreya for 
their love & support at every moment of my life. 

There has never been a moment when I have not 
remembered my parents, my two elder brothers and my 
only sister who helped me understand love, but are not 
with me now, physically. I would not have been, what I 
am today, without them. 

Last but not the least, I am grateful and indebted to the 
Mystic who chose me as the medium to express. 

                                                                  ………Bichitra 
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